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How did the world come to see women as “at risk” for HIV? How did a disease of men come to kill

women? Against a linear narrative of scientific discovery and progress, Feminism’s Medicine argues

that it was women’s rights lawyers and activists that fundamentally altered the legal and scientific

response to the epidemic by changing core conceptions of who was at risk of contracting HIV.  

In other words, feminists not only changed the legal governance of AIDS, they altered the scientific

trajectory of the epidemic.  In doing so, they moved resources towards women in the epidemic. 

Feminists advocated for women to be seen as a risk group for HIV in multiple locations: in U.S.

administrative agencies, courthouses across the country, as well as in global governance

institutions. The book excavates the impact of a diverse range of feminisms for its impact on

scientific ideas, legal reform agendas, and the distributional consequences of feminist engagement

in the AIDS epidemic.


